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               RED GERANIUM- CLUB FLORAL EMBLEM

              THE MAY MEETING

DATE/TIME: WED MAY 16 7PM
LOCATION: HOLY ROSARY HALL
PROGRAM: NATURE DVD
WHAT PLANTS TALK ABOUT
SPECIAL: DESSERT POTLUCK
REGULARS: MINI SHOW

SHOW AND TELL

GARDENING QUESTIONS

DOOR PRIZES
THE MAY MEETING

PROGRAM

Ever been suspicious your plants and trees were talking about you – come out tonight and find out. We will be showing the acclaimed PBS documentary
WHAT PLANTS TALK ABOUT
MINI SHOW

DECORATIVE: MOTHER’S DAY-An arrangement of your choice

HORTICULTURE;

Class 1 one Darwin type tulip

Class 2 one Lily type tulip Class 3 one parrot type tulip

Class 4 one, any other type tulip Class 5 any other spring flower

Class 6 flowering woody branch [no longer than 20 cm]

Class 7 Open Class- any plant or flower not mentioned in above classes

DESSERT POTLUCK

We always have great refreshments at our meetings but we thought we would have something special tonight and invite members to bring a dessert to share. For many years we had rhubarb desserts at our May meeting. Anything rhubarb would be super but all desserts will of course be most welcomed. We will break half way through the documentary for desserts.
REGULARS

Show and tell, gardening questions, door prizes

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL: 1 year single $15

Each additional family member at same address $5

Please see treasurer Betty Beck to renew your membership or send Cheque payable to Thorold Garden Club to Box 417 Thorold On L2V4J6

FINANCIAL REPORT

March 31st – April 30th 2018

Balance forward from March 31                $3,179.01
Income

Membership                                            20.00

Refreshments –meeting                                 3.55

Raffle [book]                                           21.00

OHA payout of STBI funds                          441.66
Total                                                  $486.21

Expenses

Hall rental                                          $40.00

April speaker’s fee                                 150.00

Door prize Daffodil tea                             15.00

Arbor Day books                                     83.01
Total                                                $288.01
Balance on hand as of April 30th 2018         $3,377.21

Chequing Account                                 $1,526.11
Savings Account                                    1,709.10
Share Account                                          92.00
Petty Cash [treasurer]                                 15.00
Total                                                $3,377.21 
Many thanks to Treasurer Betty Beck for this report

PAST EVENTS

APRIL MEETING

No matter how much we love to garden, we do have limited energy and time. We all could use tips to lessen the time maintaining our properties. That’s what Dan Cooper’s book,” Gardening from a Hammock” is all about and that was also the subject of his presentation to us at the April meeting. He mentioned everything from mulching to keeping weeds down to planting drought tolerant, sun loving and low maintenance plants that won’t need a lot of dead heading and watering. Thanks Dan for all your suggestions. Many folks bought his book and will have it on hand for reference this summer. Patsy Ingoldsby was the lucky winner of the book that was raffled off. 
DISTRICT 9 AGM

The Niagara on the Lake Society hosted the 2018 District 9 AGM at the Community Centre in Niagara on the Lake on Saturday April 21. The Meeting’s theme was “Working with Nature” and this was reflected in the talks by both of the speakers- the am speaker Joanne Young Landscape designer at Mori Gardens and the pm speaker Stacey Hickman from Natural Insect Control  
The elections /installation of District 9 Executive were presided over by OHA representative Vicky Culbert Director District 8 
Elected/installed were Director- Margaret Tanaszi, Assistant Directors- Sue Lusted, Linda Olsson, and Amber Cuthbertson Treasurer Alan Daniels Secretary Maggie Corner and Past Director Sue Lusted

DAFFODIL TEA
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The tea this year was held on Wednesday April 25 in the hall at St John’s Anglican Church. And while the weather outside was dreadful- cold, damp and foggy, the atmosphere in the hall was bright and cheerful. There was a large turnout- all the tea tables were full. The hall looked lovely - we managed to get enough live daffodils. Thanks to Maria Rigo for the beautiful arrangement on the main tea table. The bake table was full of delicious cookies, squares, muffins etc. A musical quartet including Walter Ostanek accordion, Ed Pizzo Keyboard and two other gentlemen on guitar and keyboard kept us entertained. Thanks again to Pam Nye our Daffodil Tea representative, to everyone who contributed baking and to all those who brought daffodils and helped.

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE
OUTING TO OAKS GARDENS

A tour of Oaks Gardens in Niagara Falls has been arranged for 
Monday June 18th by the St Catharines Horticultural Society- Thorold members are invited to participate. It includes a picnic at 5 pm for members of their society and ours too at the Oakes Garden Theatre, followed by a tour of the gardens led by Paula Berketo.

Parking is very close to the park. There is also parking at meters on the road or park behind the Bird Kingdom [free] 
Thanks Leslie for this information

Note Paula is a landscape architect who was involved in the renovations that were made to the Oaks Gardens. She spoke to our Club last October. If you want a refresher course she will also be the guest speaker at the St Catharines meeting Monday May 21st at Grace Mennonite Church 677 Niagara Street St Catharines at 7 pm. 

THOROLD ROSE AND FLOWER SHOW

[image: image20.wmf]  Wed June 20 Holy Rosary Hall
‘EVERYTHING ROYAL” 
It is an exciting year for the British Royal family with two weddings and two new babies. We thought we would get in on the excitement.
Note: We are planning to have a category for children to enter.

More information at the May Open Meeting A show schedule will be mailed to all members but please mark this date now and plan to help, show and attend.
SUMMER SUGGESTIONS-
 JULY/AUGUST
ATTEND OHA CONVENTION
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The OHA convention is being held this year in Kingston at the Ambassador Hotel and Convention Centre
1550 Princess St Kingston Ontario

Phone (613) 548-3605

For complete information visit the OHA website www.gardenontario.org 

GO ON A GARDEN WALK
LOCAL 
WALKS
Shaw Garden Tour NOTL- Saturday June 9th
St Catharines- Sunday June 24th 
Niagara on the Lake- Saturday July 7th 10 am -4pm 
Niagara Falls-Saturday July 14th 
More info at May meeting and also at June Flower show

BUFFALO GARDEN WALK
America’s Largest Garden Walk
Open Gardens Walk Buffalo Thurs/Fri July 5th and 6th 

City of Amherst – Sat July 7th 

Grand Island – Sun July 8th

Lewiston also has a Garden Walk June 16-17th 

For more info check the Buffalo Garden Walk website.

TAKE DAY TRIPS TO SOME FANTASTIC LARGE GARDENS 
1. RBG BURLINGTON
Check out the revamped Rose and Rock Gardens. The RBG is always worth a visit  
2. WHISTLING GARDENS
The Whistling Gardens are large private gardens located in Wilsonville ,Ontario in Norfolk County south of Brantford [20 minutes south of Highway 403] They opened in May of 2012 and have expanded considerably since that time. They have the largest peony collection in North America. It would be a good idea to have a visit to the gardens in June to see the peonies and then go back again later in the season.  
 3. NIAGARA PARKS ATTRACTIONS

Don’t forget the Horticultural Attractions in the Niagara Parks system- the floral showcase- greenhouses, the Floral Clock, the Lilac Gardens, the Butterfly Conservatory and the School of Horticulture Botanical Gardens. They are world class attractions.

If you visit any of these gardens- why not write up an account and share with us in the Fall issues of the Green Thumb. Photos too would be appreciated.
THOROLD LIBRARY GARDENS
Have fun gardening with your Garden Club friends and help maintain the gardens at the Thorold Public library. We start at 6pm Tuesday evenings and usually work for an hour. 

Keep in touch with Club, District and OHA happenings this summer by checking our Facebook page regularly. We will post things there as they occur. Also visit the District 9 website as well as www.gardenontario.org  the official site of the OHA 
FALL
THOROLD GARDEN CLUB MEETINGS
SEPTEMBER

Wed, Sept 19 7pm Holy Rosary Hall

Rob Howard from Hamilton-

“Nine Things I Learned in Other Peoples Gardens”

OCTOBER

Wed Oct 17 7 pm Holy Rosary Hall

Joyce Higgs – St Catharines

Catharine Parr Trail and Canadian Wild flowers

NOVEMBER 
Wed Nov 21 7 pm Annual General Meeting 
DISTRICT 9 FALL FORUM/PRESIDENTS’ MEETING
Friday September 28th
Rockway Vineyards 3290 Ninth Street St Catharines 

Speaker Darrell Bley Curator of Woody Plants NPC School of Horticulture 

Host Society – Pelham

Note: This is only a half day meeting [morning]. The afternoon is the District 9 Presidents’ meeting. There will be no flower competition. 
Lunch is available at the Vineyards 
PLANNING GROUP FOR 90TH ANNIVERSARY

THOROLD GARDEN CLUB COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Next year – 2019 we will be celebrating our 90th anniversary and we would like to have some special events. We are forming an anniversary planning committee and are inviting the general membership to be part of this. If you would like to participate please talk to anyone on the executive or any of the directors.
ARBOR DAY PROJECTS FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS

This spring, our Thorold Garden Club has made donations to local elementary schools for their Arbor Day projects. Two schools- Westmount and Prince of Wales received shrubs and the others- St Charles, Monsignor Clancy, Richmond Street and Ontario were given books for their library. 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD FOR THOROLD SECONDARY STUDENT

Our club has also donated a scholarship of $150 to a Thorold Secondary Student who is going on to studies in an environmentally related subject at either college or university. 

Practice Safety in the Garden This Summer
At the District meeting last month someone mentioned how important it is to practice some basic safety measures when working in the garden. 
These include 
A- Gloves: I know I hate wearing gloves and often start out with them on and then take them off. However gloves can prevent a lot of injuries and infections. One never knows what is lurking in the soil from broken glass to harmful bacteria. There are many different gloves available- check out Lee Valley and Stokes as well as local garden centres. 
B- Tetanus Shot: Adults should have a tetanus shot every 10 years. Check with your doctor to find out when your last one was. Tetanus can be fatal. Be especially careful when handing manure. Avoid using fresh horse manure.  
C- Ticks: 1.Wear long sleeved tops and long slacks
Check for ticks when you come in from gardening or walking in long grasses. Check your pets too. Saw one suggestion – brush your clothes/pets with a lint roller. The ticks will stick to the roller. If you do get one imbedded in your skin- use a tick remover- Lee Valley sells them.
           D- Mosquitoes: Again wear long sleeved tops and 
               Slacks- Include plants that repel mosquitoes in your 
                      Flower beds and in containers on your patio.
Garden Club Sponsors

We wish to thank the following agencies/businesses and individuals for their generous financial support the activities of the Thorold Garden Club.
Province of Ontario

City of Thorold

Thorold Veterinary Clinic

Haines Funeral Home

Dr D. McMillan

Henderson’s Pharmacy

              Sad News

Don Measner, a long time member of the Thorold Horticultural Society passed away Friday May 4 at the Hamilton General Hospital at the age of 93. For a good many years, Don was very active in our society and was President for quite a few. He was instrumental in starting the Green Thumb newsletter and even after he and Jo moved to Dundas, he wrote a column “From the Balcony”. 

We will be planting a tree next May to honour His life and work. Deepest sympathy is extended to his wife Jo. 
We will miss you Don.
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